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medical care in Billings, can now be
‘“‘seen” by a physician via telemedi-
cine. But, in order for telemedicine
systems to be a success in rural States
like mine, Medicare must eventually
reimburse telemedicine providers. This
bill is the first step in that direction.e
——

REMARKS OF FORMER SENATOR
ROMAN L. HRUSKA (R-NE) AT
THE DEDICATION OF THE NEW
FEDERAL COURTHOUSE IN
OMAHA, NE

e Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, last Fri-
day a distinguished former Member of
the United States Senate, Roman
Hruska, was honored during a
groundbreaking ceremony for a new
Federal courthouse to be constructed
in downtown Omaha. This new Federal
facility will be named the Roman L.
Hruska United States Courthouse.

I had the honor of knowing Senator
Hruska when I served as administra-
tive assistant to former Congressman
John Y. McCollister (R-NE), my friend
and mentor, in the 1970’s. Senator
Hruska served on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee and the Senate
Judiciary Committee as its ranking
member. Several of my colleagues still
serving today no doubt recall Senator
Hruska and his contributions to our
work here in the Senate. He is still
going strong at 92 years of age and con-
tinues to stay involved in the Omaha
community.

Much of his work on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee remains with us
today. Whether it was the creation of
the Legal Services Corporation, revi-
sion of the Federal bankruptcy laws,
reform of the Federal criminal code or
amendments to the Federal antitrust
laws, his imprint can be found. Senator
Hruska always considered himself a
work horse rather than a show horse
and his numerous contributions to our
Federal legal and justice system bear
that out.

That is why it is so fitting that the
new Federal courthouse in Omaha has
been named after him. His lifelong
work as a public servant and lawyer
was dedicated to making our system of
laws fair, just, and workable for all
citizens not just a privileged few. This
is especially true with the Federal ju-
diciary. Senator Hruska worked tire-
lessly to ensure that the Federal court
system and the judiciary would be run
by people of integrity, intellect, cour-
age, and empathy for all the people—
traits that he exhibited throughout his
career.

Mr. President, the new Hruska Court-
house is a welcome addition to down-
town Omaha. It will meet the imme-
diate needs of the Federal judiciary
and other agencies that support the ju-
dicial system like the U.S. Marshals
Service, U.S. Attorneys Office, U.S.
Probation Service, U.S. Pretrial Serv-
ice and several other Federal agencies.
The complex is designed to permit fu-
ture expansion if needed. It will fit the
traditional solid architecture of down-
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town Omaha but have new technology
to meet the demands of the 21st cen-
tury.

Mr. President, I ask that the remarks
delivered by Senator Hruska at the
groundbreaking ceremony be printed in
the RECORD.

The remarks follow:

REMARKS BY SENATOR ROMAN L. HRUSKA

It is with great humility that I thank my
friends for their many kind remarks here
this afternoon. In particular, I wish to single
out the graciousness of my friend Jim Exon
for his selfless contribution to this special
honor I receive today. I also thank Senator
Kerrey for his kind remarks.

For me, there is no better way to join to-
gether my love for Nebraska, the City of
Omaha, and a commitment to our system of
justice and the federal judiciary than being
honored by having my name associated with
the new federal courthouse to be built on
this site.

Throughout my many years of service in
Washington, DC, my heart still remained in
Omaha. As I addressed the business of the
U.S. Senate, the interests of Nebraska were
always foremost in my mind. Since retiring
from the Senate more than twenty years
ago, I have tried to continue that commit-
ment to our community.

During my years as a public servant, I
tried to follow a simple set of principles
which I believe also represent the basic be-
liefs and feelings of my fellow Nebraskans.

I believed then and still believe in less gov-
ernment, not more. I believed then and still
believe that the courts should defer to the
legislatures in the matter of law-making. I
believed then and still believe that a truly
independent judiciary of the highest order of
excellence is essential to enforcement of the
expressed will of the majority and the pro-
tection of the fundamental rights of those in
the minority. I believed then and still be-
lieve that our judicial system is the last bul-
wark against attacks on individual liberty
and freedom.

Democracy and individual freedom are
sometimes fragile things. Fortunately, they
are now on the march around the world.
Gratefully, they have become our birthright
and will be further nurtured by this new
complex.

But, the challenge remains great. Crime,
breakdown of the family, corruption and
civil disorder are still present in our society;
even here in Omaha. We need to support ac-
tively our police, prosecutors and judges as
they carry out their important responsibil-
ities to uphold the law.

Looking at all of you assembled here and
thinking about the many years I have de-
voted to public service, I am heartened for
our future. Young leaders are emerging—
many gathered here today—who will carry
on the principles I believe in and who rep-
resent the best of our nation and state.

I am gratified and truly humbled by this
occasion. Thank you all for being here.
Thank you all for your many kindnesses and
courtesies over the years. Thank you all for
this wonderful honor which you have be-
stowed upon me.

God bless the State of Nebraska and God
bless America.®

———

THE 175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SO-
CIETY

e Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise to

recognize the Rhode Island Historical

Society on the occasion of its 1756th an-

niversary.
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Founded in 1822, the Rhode Island
Historical Society was established for
the purpose of rescuing artifacts and
records pertaining to the history of our
State and spreading the legacy of
Rhode Island history. The society
today represents the fourth oldest his-
torical society in the United States
and remains as one of the noble guard-
ians of American history and culture.
Over the years the society’s repository
of Rhode Island history and culture has
grown under the stewardship of genera-
tions of knowledgeable scholars, dedi-
cated staff, and the generosity of gra-
cious benefactors.

From its humble beginnings, the so-
ciety has served as a haven for precious
artifacts which serve to record and pre-
serve the rich history of Rhode Island.
Today, we mark not only the past ac-
complishments of the Rhode Island
Historical Society, but we pause at an
exciting threshold as we embark upon
the creation of Heritage Harbor.

Housed at the site of a former power
plant at the head of Narragansett Bay,
the historical society will lead a con-
sortium of museums and cultural orga-
nizations in forming Heritage Harbor.
The new community will bring to-
gether the stories and treasures of the
Ocean State through entertainment
and enlightenment. Remaining true to
Rhode Island’s founder Roger Williams,
this new endeavor will be a lively ex-
periment. It will teach, entertain, and
inspire. The Heritage Harbor promises
to bring together the diverse cultures
and communities of Rhode Island to
celebrate the time, traditions, and our
many contributions to collective great-
ness of this Nation.

Mr. President, I would ask that my
colleagues join me in applauding the
Rhode Island Historical Society as we
mark this milestone of 175 years, cele-
brating its legacy, both past and fu-
ture.e

——
TRIBUTE TO VINCENT MARCONI
JR., PORTSMOUTH STUDENT,

AND WINNER OF THE NATIONAL
PEACE ESSAY CONTEST

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Vincent Marconi Jr., a Portsmouth
Senior High School student, on win-
ning the first place in the State-level
competition of the 10th annual Na-
tional Peace HEssay Contest sponsored
by the TUnited States Institute of
Peace. This is certainly an accomplish-
ment of which he should be very proud
and I salute him for his achievement.

The contest, which is open to stu-
dents in all American high schools, is
designed to encourage serious and real-
istic thinking about issues of inter-
national conflict resolution. Vincent
was asked to write an essay on man-
aging and implementing peace agree-
ments.

Vincent will receive a $750 college
scholarship and will compete for na-
tional awards of up to $5,000. Vincent
has also been invited to represent the
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